CHAPTER DC
THE FIRST CONTEST OF EMPIRE AND PAPACY,
1076-1106
I
N his famous letter to the Emperor Anastasius I
Gelasius I at the end of the fifth century had expressed J
what was to become a medieval commonplace: " There
are two powers by which this world is governed in chief, the
consecrated authority of priests and the royal power."
Priests must be subject to royal laws in matters pertaining
to the State; kings must be obedient to priests in matters
affecting salvation. At the same time, it was axiomatic
that the Christian community was a single body, the Church,1
of which the Head was Christ. The difficulty was to recon-
cile the unity of the Church with the duality of its earthly
government, and to define the frontiers between the two
authorities. Gelasius himself insisted on the greater burden
imposed upon priests, " since they will have to render account
at the judgment-seat of God for all men, even kings," The
authority of the spiritual department was over the soul, that
of the temporal department only over the body. Already
the greater importance of the ecclesiastical authority is
posited.
There could be no doubt in the medieval mind that Interprets,-
authority in both departments was derived from God.   That |lon °
alone gave it its justification, and there was ample proof in Papacy
the Bible of the divine origin of both powers.   Kingship
had been created for the chosen people, the Jews, by God,
and Our Lord had recognised imperial authority.   At the
same time, He had founded His Church on the rock, Peter,
1 The Church (ecclesia) is the comprehensive term including both spheres
of government; but it is also used to denote the ecclesiastical department
alone (the sacerdotium as opposed to the regnum). It is not always easy
to keep the two senses distinct, and this identity of name gave a distinct
advantage to the ecclesiastical claims.
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